ESSAY ASSIGNMENT OUTLINE

Topic

Freedom of religion in Canada

Introduction

Here is a recent headline from the news in Canada:

“Quebec bans religious symbols for state workers in new law”
(The Canadian Press, 2019, headline)

This controversial law prohibits the display of any religious symbols by public-sector
workers in the workplace in Quebec.

Wait a minute. What about one of Canadians’ fundamental freedoms of freedom of
conscience and religion — as protected by federal law (i.e., Canadian Charter of
Rights & Freedoms)? This is supposed to guarantee Canadians’ the freedom and right
to practice their religion, including wearing religious attire to work, no?

Indeed, the headlines in the news since the Canadian Charter of Rights & Freedoms
were enshrined in 1982 suggest that Canadians’ freedom of conscience/religion is often
challenged — and not just in Quebec. (See below for several links to related news
stories.)

Assignment Question

What do you think? Do you think freedom of religion/conscience in Canada truly
exists?

Make your argument in this essay: Yes? No? Or both yes and no (i.e., itis not black and
white)? Why?

You must support your argument with reference to three different case studies that
have occurred since the establishment of the Canadian Charter of Rights & Freedoms.
This will require that you conduct online research into related news stories in Canada.
Below are several links to (mostly) case studies to help you get started and that you
may reference for your essay:

Useful Links

Canadian government definition of freedom of conscience/religion



https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/rfc-dlc/ccrf-ccdl/check/art2a.html

Excellent brief history of freedom of religion/conscience issues in Canada

Quebec bans religious symbols for public servants

Jehovah’s Witness vs. blood transfusion (1)

Jehovah’s Witness vs. blood transfusion (2)

Sikh kirpan in Quebec

Sikh turban in Quebec

Muslim hijab in soccer game

Muslim nigab in legal courts

Muslim nigab in courtroom (2)

Christian Hutterites & driver’s licence

Christian law school?

Indigenous sacred land vs. development

Aboriginal qirl vs. chemotherapy (1)

Aboriginal girl vs. chemotherapy (2)

Buddhist swastikas — should they be permitted?

Hasidic Jews & condominium building

Big M Drug Mart vs. Lord’s Day Act

Conscience rights of doctors

Church of Flying Spaghetti Monster and driver’'s licence

Structure

Your essay must be structured properly. This means you must have an introductory
paragraph(s) with a clear thesis statement, followed by multiple paragraphs that form
the body of the essay and which support your argument/thesis statement, and you must
end with a concluding paragraph(s).

References
You must cite a minimum of four sources, one of which must be an academic work
(book or journal) using APA citation (MLA citation style also acceptable).

All of your citations must be both in-text and enlisted in a separate sheet entitled “Works
Cited” attached to the end of the essay.


https://www.cardus.ca/research/law/reports/an-institutional-history-of-religious-freedom-in-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5397857/quebec-religious-symbol-ban-passed/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-42002996
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2017/11/14/quebec-coroner-says-jehovahs-witnesses-had-right-to-refuse-blood-transfusions.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/sikh-student-who-won-kirpan-case-now-considers-leaving-quebec/article15014254/
https://montreal.citynews.ca/2019/08/24/sikh-teacher-from-montreal-moves-to-b-c-for-religious-freedom-at-work/
https://globalsportmatters.com/culture/2018/05/21/when-women-were-forced-to-choose-between-faith-and-football/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/niqab-case-goes-to-canada-s-top-court-1.1079574
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-judge-wouldn-t-hear-case-of-woman-wearing-hijab-1.2974282?fbclid=IwAR2sYi3U0o1Z7-xVilnVe-rvReWWE5DCoh6oPomYil-8cI3zhDHTdywd4nQ
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/supreme-court-says-hutterites-need-driver-s-licence-photo-1.419496
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trinity-western-supreme-court-decision-1.4707240#:~:text=Trinity%20Western%20University%20has%20lost,open%20access%20for%20LGBT%20students.
https://www.oktlaw.com/indigenous-religious-freedom-case-heads-supreme-court/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/stress-over-chemo-court-fight-uncalled-for-family-of-aboriginal-girl-1.2834674
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/makayla-sault-case-reignites-debate-over-a-minor-s-right-to-refuse-treatment-1.2920245
https://www.yorkregion.com/news-story/7991102-bright-swastika-upsets-some-in-richmond-hill-but-not-all-as-it-appears/
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=d8a32cc6-d367-47dd-b90e-30e26705a860
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/big-m-drug-mart-case#:~:text=Drug%20Mart%20Case-,Big%20M%20Drug%20Mart%20had%20been%20accused%20of%20selling%20merchandise,to%20the%20Lord's%20Day%20Act.&text=In%20the%20area%20of%20freedom,to%20s1%20of%20the%20Charter.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-appeal-court-doctors-referrals-objections-1.5136455
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/pastafarian-fights-to-wear-colander-in-b-c-driver-s-licence-photo-1.1959706

Guide to APA citation: https://seneca.libguides.com/apa

Essay Length
Minimum: 1,500 words, double-spaced.

Due Date

October 22, 2021

*You must submit the assignment electronically via SafeAssign on BlackBoard. Please
read instructions on how to submit an assignment on BlackBoard in the “Course
Information” tab.
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